a difficult business. With a view to gain the con-
to. Sidney fidence of the Belgians, he is pretending that he
greatly disapproves of the designs of the Span-
iards, and now declares that it was by his ad-
vice that his brother Mathias went into Belgium.
I cannot see how he can safely say this, since
hitherto he has steadily persisted in denying it,
and pretended to be very angry with those who
had assisted him in his departure- The Pope will
never suffer the religious question to be arranged
on any such terms as shall at all            his au-

thority: and in this he will be strongly supported
by the Spanish Inquisition, and therefore it will
be in vain to treat about peace, I cannot under-
stand why the French who are serving with John
of Austria, are going back into France. Perhaps my
countrymen are beginning to be tired of peace,
or are afraid the Belgians or Spaniards will rob
them of the prize for folly, or rather madness.
The Poles have just held their Diet at Warsaw,
in which they consulted about the Muscovite
war, for the Muscovite last summer took
sion of nearly all Livonia, and Is now said to be
threatening Lithuania. After long discussions* I
hear they at last            a            to          two

millions of ducats for the war. Those who know
much of the affairs of that country
is not so much money in all Poland. In this Diet
greater liberty has          granted to          who

profess the reformed religion than they
156 that things may turn out well144ife, they would* it any                    you
